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A position
This project asks what a curriculum on space-making and race-making might look like with architecture and the 
designed world as a key reference point. We engage with how understandings of race-making might be extended 
through imagined and constructed forms of architecture. We arrived at this project through our mutual frustrations 
of being educated in a discipline of architecture in which constitutions of ‘race’ are largely omitted, despite its 
omnipresence. It would be impossible to grow up in South Africa, as we both did, and not experience the impacts of 
the built political economy of racial segregation. Buildings, highways, suburbs and townships are constitutive of how 
individuals become positioned in a vast spectre of racial segregation, tangible in the shape of space and the materiality 
of concrete and corrugated iron. In this curriculum architecture is a way of imagining, building and validating a world.  
Architecture is bricks and mortar; the interior arrangements of culture in the positioning of thresholds, openings and 
objects; and the accumulation of these built forms and practices into social forms of association and dis-association.  
Architecture is also professionalised, existing as a highly mediated form of knowledge-making that interacts with 
speculators, planning authorities and local communities for its pay checks, compliance and legitimation. It lays claim to 
the physical and experimental possibilities of imagining that is frequently communicated through the visual formats of 
drawings, models, exhibitions and buildings. 
At the project’s core is an understanding of racialisation as a process of violent displacement - of person, of land, 
of future - simultaneously with an emplacement through citizenship status, territory, built objects and knowledge 
forms. Our curriculum recognises a lineage of racialised hierarchies endemic to capitalist systems and cultural life 
that extend from colonialism to coloniality, slavery to incarceration, liberalism to subordination, and sovereignty to 
populism. We question both the subject of ‘race’ and the subject of architecture: how individuals are rendered as 
labourer, domestic worker, or immigrant in legal and cultural terms, with how the architectures of camp, compound 
and detention centre solidify the symbolic and lived forms of these positions.  Yet within, around and beyond 
these structures of racial capital, is the substance of transgression. It conveys how struggles for social justice are 
galvanised through space in the convening powers of the margins, and in the arrangements of material and practices 
that together stake a place.  Dance halls, streets, and spiritual interiors are counter architectures in which different 
circuits of connection, processes of validation and alternative ways of inhabiting the world are established. 
 We engage with three key questions
• What are the spatial contours of capitalism that produce racial hierarchy and injustice?
• What are the inventive repertoires of refusal, resistance and re-making that are    
 neither reduced to nor exhausted by racial capitalism, and how are they spatialised?
• How is ‘race’ configured differently across space, and how can a more expansive   
 understanding of entangled world space broaden our imagination for teaching and   
 learning?
[The Georgia Negro] City and Rural Population. 1890
W.E.B. Du Bois
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Six Frames
This curriculum is arranged in six frames each capturing ongoing process of racial ordering that is spatial and 
material. While these frames both overlap and omit, each frame points to a particular arrangement of political and 
economic power, everyday practices and spatial typologies. In each frame, we place different geographies side by 
side, connect processes ranging from harbouring to off-shoring, and explore relations between apparently dissimilar 
architectures. Ours is a vocabulary of hostels, homes, suburbs, ghettos, villages, gated communities, camps, prisons and 
the parks; a plethora of intimate and world orders in which ‘race’ and space coalesce.
• Centralising
The design of centrality - of city centres, public squares, museums, neighbourhood precincts and tourist zones – is 
invested in the question of value; what matters and by extension, who matters. Constitutions of ‘authenticity’ are 
rendered in the ethos and aesthetics of centralising and its modalities of ‘whiteness’, as well as spatial forms of 
ethno-nationalisms. 
• Circulating
Moving or having to be on the move speaks to the immense efforts and ingenuities required to undertake a journey 
and the heightening of borders that hinder these flows. In circulating, ‘race’ is destabilised and remade in markets, 
music halls and spiritual spaces, leading to new spatial displacements and solidarities. 
• Domesticating 
Domesticating occurs through the dispossession of and entitling to land. Through the control and disciplining of 
home and the gendering of labour, inequalities are secured in forms of suburbanising, compounding and ghettoising, 
and recomposed in the makeshift modes of squatting. 
• Extracting
The stripping out of assets dislocates humanity, goods and responsibilities to an ‘elsewhere’, through the legal and 
material constitution of special zones such as mines, harbours and dumping sites. In this process, labour is also 
dislocated by being rendered less visible and without rights, increasingly apparent in new mutations of casualised 
economies.
• Immobilising
The structure, technologies and rhetorical performance of the state is central to illegalising and limiting the mobility 
of racialised and classed subjects. The extreme violation of rights proliferates in partitions and borders but is also 
evident in the banality of waiting rooms and processing offices.
• Incarcerating
Incarcerating is the surveillance and punishment of racialised, ethnicised and religious ‘others’. Spatial typologies 
extend from detention camps to data capture technologies, to stop and search on street sidewalks. 
A Methodological Orientation
If race-making is configured in processes of displacement and emplacement, then part of the work of this curriculum 
must extend to methods that stretch across the unspectacular spatial practices necessitated by living with very 
little, to the extreme spatialities of banishment and punishment. Which vocabularies are able to incorporate the 
vast extent of dehumanisation across the spaces of body, nation and globe, and the reconstitutions of a humanity 
that speaks to a shared planetary future? What counter-mappings might allow us to push for wider and more varied 
forms of knowledge and understanding? We begin first, to think though the frames that allow us to identify specific 
process of power and racialisation and the spaces and built forms in and through which they are sustained and 
transgressed. Within each frame we collect a range of references in the forms of film, drawings and text, to place 
together the varied modes of knowing about race-making and space-making. Some of these sources and inspirations 
come from the discipline of architecture, many do not. This is an important part of unsettling the disciplinary 
conventions of what architecture is, how it can be taught, and how architecture’s on the ground impacts and future 
possibilities can be understood.  
Collecting and selecting film, fiction, visualisations, core texts and more readings
Each frame is populated with different forms and modes of expression. We are mindful of the rich contributions of 
film, fiction and visualisation to help us see differently, and a selection – by no means definitive – comes upfront as a 
reference to the richly creative ways in which ‘race’, space and architecture is present in poetry, stories, and moving 
images. This is followed by a grouping of projects and images that help to reveal the textures and formal dimensions 
of race-making as it unfolds in space and architecture. Some of the links to projects are about the rampant 
dispossession of people from spaces and buildings in which they form lives and livelihoods. The links lead you to 
insights about activism, and how protest emerges and is sustained in and through buildings and spaces.  Other links 
will take you sites about different ways of imagining human connection and disconnection, providing a vocabulary of 
different ways of thinking , learning and acting. 
None of our frames or lists are in any way definitive, complete or precise. They are collections and selections of 
material that are intentionally varied in geography, discipline and form, and they are intended to provide an engaging 
and varied entry point into ways of thinking ‘race’, space and architecture.  In this way we hope to reconstitute the 
idea of an archive as a messy, incomplete collection and selection of materials, that is enriched by a variety of forms 
of knowledge as much as by a collage of reference points drawn across the planet.
Sharing a curriculum
We see this curriculum is in its current form as a first phase, circulated as a PDF without a pay wall, for wide 
distribution and open use. Please feel free to use and adapt the material in ways that might enrich your teaching, 
learning or architectural practice. The second phase of sharing a curriculum extends to getting feedback from you, 
allowing us to expand our material in ways that we can’t as yet anticipate. Finally, we hope to place content on line, 
and to provide as much freely available material as possible. This will involve asking people to share material with us 
that is not subject to a variety of copyright restrictions. We hope to upload pre-edited published writings, and images 
shared with authors’ permissions.  
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Centralising
Accumulating, dispossessing, gentrifying, whitening, ethnicising, arting, theming, consuming 
centres, margins, creative precincts, tourisms, zones, frontiers, uptowns, downtowns 
Architecture and planning are deeply imbricated in the design of centrality: of city centres, public squares, museums, 
urban precincts and tourist zones that make up a global validation of centres and invalidation of margins. These 
practices of rendering places as central are part of a political economy of design and evaluation that are invested in 
questions of not only what matters, but by extension, who matters. Centres are imagined, marketed and surveilled 
for a particular kind of citizen and associated behaviours of consumption. While often unspoken, the actively designed 
process of centralising can be imbued in racial hierarchy as well as the production of ethno-nationalisms. 
Brenda Yeoh and  Lily Kong show us the constructing of nationhood through urban Singapore, while Hiba Bou Akar 
details the constant reference to war and ethnic segregation in the ongoing making of Beirut.  Centrality and it’s 
assumption of value are also coded into the highly professionalised and elite circuits of planning and architecture, and 
an ethos and aesthetic of ‘whiteness’ which secures racial privilege as much as dispossession (Kobayashi and Peake). 
This occurs in the redevelopment of a margin to make it more like a centre as in Redfern in Sydney (Shaw) or in the 
selling of social housing, which has a direct implication for public space and urban multiculture in London (Jackson). 
Jazeel and Roy further show us that in theorising the urban, questions from ‘racial banishment’ to cosmopolitanism 
are similarly limited to western theoretical commitments and argue for more expansive critical reference points.  
This frame of centralising brings to the fore the political economy of ‘whiteness’ and ethno-nationalism, questioning 
its mechanisms of production along with how it is challenged in everyday life. 
Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations
Freidrichs, Chad. 2011. [Film] The Pruitt-Igoe Myth. 
Julien, Isaac. 1989. [Film] Looking for Langston.
McKay, Claude. 1922. Harlem Shadows.
Vladislavic, Ivan. 2006. Portrait with Keys: Joburg & What-What. Johannesburg: Umuzi. 
Core texts
Loo, Yat Ming. 2013. Architecture and Urban Form in Kuala Lumpur. London: Ashgate.
Jazeel, Tariq. 2011. “Spatialising Difference beyond Cosmopolitanism: Rethinking Planetary Futures.” Theory, Culture & 
Society. 28:5, 75-97.
Kincaid, Jamaica. 1988. A Small Place. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux.
Roy, Ananya. 2018. “ At the Limits of Urban Theory: Racial Banishment in the Contemporary City.” Podcast and video 
available at: http://www.lse.ac.uk/Events/2018/02/20180213t1830vSZT/at-the-limits-of-urban-theory
Yeoh, Brenda S. A., and Lily Kong. The Politics of Landscapes in Singapore: Constructions of “Nation”. New York: Syracuse 
University Press.
Sophiatown, 1955 by Jurgen Schadeberg
www.jurgenshcadeberg.com
ca.1900
W.E.B. Du Bois
Chinese Gate at the entrance to Chinatown, Kuala Lumpur. 2007
Yat Ming Loo
KL Chinese Cemetery, Kuala Lumpur. 2006
Yat Ming Loo
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More reading
Battle-Baptiste, Whitney and Rusert, Britt (eds.). 2018. W.E.B Du Bois Data Portraits: Visualising Black America. Princeton: 
Princeton Architectural Press. [See also Library of Congress for images: https://bit.ly/2MmESW1]
Bou Akar, Hiba. 2018. For the War Yet to Come: Planning Beirut’s Frontiers. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Elshahed, Mohamed. 2015. “The Prospects of Gentrification in Downtown Cairo:  Artists, Private Investment and the 
Neglectful State.” Global Gentrifications: Uneven Development and Displacement, edited by Loretta Lees, Hyun Bang Shin 
and Ernesto López-Morales. Bristol: Policy Press, 121-142.
Hasdell, Peter and Betancour, Ana. 1998. “Tango: A Choreography of Urban Displacement” White Papers, Black Marks, 
edited by Lesley Lokko. London: The Athlone Press, 146 - 175.
Kobayashi, Audrey and Peake, Linda. 2000. “Racism out of Place: Thoughts on Whiteness and an Antiracist Geography 
in the New Millenium,” Annals of the Association of American Geographers. 90:2, 392 - 403.
Hunter, Marcus Anthony, and Zandria Robinson. 2018. Chocolate Cities: The Black Map of American Life. Berkeley, 
University of California Press.
Jackson, Emma. 2019. “Valuing the Bowling Alley: Contestations over the Preservation of Spaces of Everyday Urban 
Multiculture in London.” The Sociological Review. 67:1, 79-94.
Rolnik, Raquel. 2019. Urban Warfare: Housing Under the Empire of Finance [Translated by Felipe Hirschhorn]. London: 
Verso. 
Perera, Jessica. 2019. “The London Clearances: Race, Housing and Policing.” Institute of Race Relations, Background 
Paper no.12. 
Rhodes-Pitts, Sharifa. 2011. Harlem is Nowhere. London: Granta Books.
Secor, Anna. 2002. ““There is an Istanbul that belongs to me”: Citizenship, Space, and Identity in the City.” Annals of the 
Association of American Geographers 94:2, 352-368.
Shaw, Wendy S. 2011. Cities of Whiteness. London: John Wiley & Sons.
Shildrick, Tracy. 2018. “Lessons from Grenfell: Poverty Propaganda, Stigma and Class Power.” The Sociological 
Review, 66:4, 783–798. 
Tyler, Imogen. 2018. “Resituating Erving Goffman: From Stigma Power to Black Power.” The Sociological Review 66:4, 
744-765.
Projects 
Latin Elephant: 
https://latinelephant.org/
Matsipa, Mpho [curator and project leader]:  African Mobilities
http://africanmobilities.org/
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Circulating
Migrating, moving, transporting, trading, intersecting, crossing, sharing, bordering, queering
Railways, markets, borders, music halls, spiritual spaces, solidarities
Circulating, whether enforced or intended, evokes a multiplicity of spaces, identities and capital flows. It points to 
spatial entanglements across vast geographies in the service of extractive (colonial) capitalism, and in the form of 
solidarities and practices of resistance. It speaks of the effort and ingenuity involved in undertaking a journey and 
the heightening of borders and controls that hinder and impede this movement. In this multiplicity, race is at times 
destabilised, reinforced and re-imagined. 
Containers, ports, borders and passports are associated with new practices of empire building, and colonial and 
neo-colonial violence acted out on racialised bodies. Charmaine Chua looks into the history of container design as 
the quintessential unit of global shipping, post cold-war imperialism and consumerism, while Shailja Patel performs 
her personal waves of forced migration. These forms of circulation coincide with forms of resistance: of inventive 
negotiations of African entrepreneurs (Simone); of a borderless imagination of Africa (Chimurenga Chronic), of 
anti-racism of club life in 1960s and 1970s Britain (Gilroy); and of queer performativity in dancehall and bounce in 
the post-plantation societies of Kingston and New Orleans. The films Touki Bouki, and Milles Soleils offer a filmic 
and visual engagement with the surreal, naturalistic and part-fiction, together suggestive of alternative archives. In 
circulating, the hardships and immense effort of journeys involving multiple displacements do not exclude collective 
affirmation and solidarity. 
Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations
Patel, Shailja. 2010. Migritude, New York: Khaya Press [Performance]
Diop Mambéty, Djibril. 1973. Touki Bouki [Film]. Senegal. 
Diop, Mati. 2013. Milles Soleils [Film]. Senegal/ France. 
Chimurenga Chronic. 2018. “The African Imagination of a Borderless World.” 
https://chimurengachronic.co.za/circulations-chronic-bibliography/ [Mappings]
Core Texts
Chua, Charmaine. 2016. “The Container: Stacking, Packing and Moving the World.” In Lambert, Leopold (ed.) The 
Funambulist: Object Politics. 6. 
Ellis, Nadia. 2015. “New Orleans and Kingston: A Beginning, A Recurrence.” Journal of Popular Music Studies, 27:4, 387 
– 407. 
Gilroy, Paul. 1991. “Diaspora, Utopia and the Critique of Capitalism” in There Ain’t No Black in the Union Jack’: The 
Cultural Politics of Race and Nation. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 200 – 302. 
Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2010. “Reclaiming Black Urbanism” in City Life from Jakarta to Dakar: Movement at the Crossroads. 
New York: Routledge, 263 – 332.
1900
W.E.B. Du Bois
Port of Long Beach Terminal. 2014
Charmaine Chua 
Block the Boat, LA coalition delay the Israeli-owned Zim shipping line operating, shortly after Operation 
Protective Edge lay siege to Gaza. 2014. Charmaine Chua 
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More Reading
Freeman, Carla. 2001. “Is Local: Global as Feminine: Masculine? Rethinking the Gender of Globalisation.” Signs, 26:4, 
1007 – 1037. 
Garbin, David. “Marching for God in the Global City: Public Space, Religion and Diasporic Identities in a transnational 
African Church.” Culture and Religion, 13:4, 425 – 447. 
Gilroy, Paul. 1993. The Black Atlantic. Boston: Harvard University Press. 
Gunaratnam, Yasmin. 2013. Death and the Migant: Bodies, Borders and Care. London: Bloomsbury Press.
Kihato, Caroline Wanjiku. 2013. Migrant Women of Johannesburg. Johannesburg: Wits University Press. 
Matsipa, Mpho. 2017. “Woza! Sweetheart! On Braiding Epistemologies on Bree Street.” Thesis Eleven, 141:1, 31 – 48. 
MacGaffey, Janet. and Remy Bazenguissa-Ganga. 2000. Congo - Paris: Transnational Traders on the Margins of the Law. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press.
McKittrick, Katherine and Alexander Weheliye. 2017. “808s & Heartbreak.” Propter Nos 2:1, 13 – 42.
McKittrick, Katherine. 2016. “Rebellion/ Intention/ Groove.” Small Axe: A Caribbean Platform for Criticism, 20, 79 – 91. 
Niaah, Sonjah Stanley. 2004. “Making Space: Kingston’s Dancehall Culture and Its Philosophy of ‘Boundarylessness’”. 
African Identities, 2:2, 117 – 32. 
Nuttall, Sarah and Achille Mbembe (eds.). 2008. Johannesburg: The Elusive Metropolis. Durham: Duke University Press. 
Salem, Sara. 2018. “On Transnational Feminist Solidarity: The Case of Angela Davis in Egypt.” Journal of Women in 
Culture and Society. 43:2, 245 – 267. 
Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2004. “People as Infrastructure.” Public Culture, 16, 407 – 429.
Tayob, Huda. 2019. “Architecture-by-Migrants: The Porous Infrastructures of Bellville” Anthropology Southern Africa, 
42:1, 46 - 58.
Teriba, Adedoyin. 2012. “Using Notions of Beauty to Remember and Be Known in the Bight of Benin and Its 
Hinterland,” Pidgin Magazine, 11, 246 - 255.
Projects
Thireshen Govender and Sarah de Villiers: Rogue Economies
Unit 14, Graduate School of Architecture UJ: www.gsaunit14.com
The Trojan Bus: Uncovering the Contents of a Cross-Border Bus, Rogue Economies, Unit 14 Graduate School of Architecture UJ. 2017
by Kennedy Chikerema (Unit Leaders: Thireshen Govender and Sarah de Villiers)
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Domesticating
Suburbanising, compounding, home-making, ghettoising, squatting, gendering, red-lining
Suburban house, hostel, ghetto, favela, gated-enclave, bantustan, village. 
The experiences and implications of race-making are profoundly shaped by the places where people live, their forms 
of housing, and their home-making practices. Central to these practices is the dispossession of land and gendered 
forms of control: disciplining enforced and enabled through housing and homes. These are recomposed and remade 
in modes of squatting and the homeplace (hooks) as spaces not reducible to imposed hardships. 
Domesticating as gendered, classed and racialized, is reproduced across scales ranging from the global displacement 
of domestic workers (Sembene; Parrenas), to urban master planning resulting in the enclosing of fortified 
neighbourhoods (Caldeira), to the construction of suburbs as white spaces (Harris) and the demarcation within 
houses of those serving from those served. These spatial typologies include labour hostels as sites for the 
exploitation of black labour (Ramphele), to new migrant detention centres in Europe and the renewed ghettoising 
of those deemed ‘other’ (Anyango Grunewald and Taivassalo). These typologies are underpinned by systemic colonial 
and racial capitalism. While housing discrimination was made illegal in the USA in 1948, Diane Harris argues that it 
remains a ubiquitous practice through the Federal Housing Administration’s policy of “minority containment” and 
practices of red-lining. Domesticating is therefore necessarily sited within larger processes of land expropriation, the 
economies of home and practices of displacement across time. Yet this category also recognises that despite imposed 
structures of racial capital, complex realities are negotiated through enduring forms of intimacy and sustenance 
(hooks; Ba).
Film/ fiction/ Visualisations
Sembene, Ousmane. 1966. La Noire [film].
Ba, Miriama. 1981. Une Si Long Lettre / So Long a Letter. London: Heinemann.
Goldblatt, David. 1973. On the Mines [Photographs].
 
Anyango Grünewald, Catherine and Taivassalo, Hannele. 2017. Scandorama. Forlaget. [graphic novel] 
http://catherine-anyango.com/#/scandorama/
Core texts
Caldeira, Teresa. 1996. “Fortified Enclaves, the New Urban Segregation”. Public Culture, 8: 303 – 328.
Harris, Diane. 2012. Little White Houses: How the Postwar Home Constructed Race in America. Minneapolis: University of 
Minnesota Press, 1 -25. 
hooks, bell. 1990. “Homeplace: A Site of Resistance.” In Yearning: Race, Gender, and Cultural Politics. Boston, MA: South 
End Press, 41 – 49.
Parrenas, Rhacel. S. 2008. The Force of Domesticity: Filipina Migrants and Globalisation. New York: New York University 
Press.
Ramphele, Mamphela. 1993. “The Contours of Space” in A Bed Called Home: Life in the Migrant Labour Hostels of Cape 
Town. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 15 - 30. 
A Kind of Homeplace. 2016
Huda Tayob
Mapping Filipino Migrants in the UK and their homes in the Phillipines. 2019 
Maria Patricia Castelo
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More Reading
Achebe, Chinua. 2000. Home and Exile. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Chattopadhyay, Swati. 2006. “The Limits of White Town” in Representing Calcutta: Modernity, Nationalism and the Colonial 
Uncanny. London: Routledge, pp. 76 – 135. 
Coetzer, Nicholas. 2013. “Distortions in the Mirror: Segregation, Control and Garden City Ideals at Langa Native 
Village.” In Building Apartheid: On Architecture and Order in Imperial Cape Town. London: Routledge, 181 – 212.
Crane, Sheila. 2011. “On the Edge: The Internal Frontiers of Architecture in Algiers/ Marseille”, The Journal of 
Architecture, 16:6, 941 – 973.
Du Bois, W.E.B. 1899. The Philadelphia Negro. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press. 
Datta, Ayona. 2012. The Illegal City: Space, Law and Gender in a Delhi Squatter Settlement. London: Routledge
Ginsburg, Rebecca. 2011. At Home with Apartheid: The Hidden Landscapes of Domestic Service in Johannesburg. 
Charlottesville: University of Virginia Press. 
Harris, Cheryl I. 1993. “Whiteness as Property.” Harvard Law Review 106 (8): 1707–91.
Meade, Terry. 2011. Violence and Domestic Space: Demolition and Destruction of Homes in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territories. The Journal of Architecture, 16:1, 71 – 87. 
Murray, Noeleen and Leslie Witz. 2014. Hostels, Homes, Museum: Memorialising Migrant Labour Pasts in Lwandle, South 
Africa. Cape Town: UCT Press. 
Nieftagodien, Noor. 2017. “Life in South Africa’s Hostels: Carceral Spaces and Places of Refuge.” Dwelling, 37 (3): 427 
– 436.
Salo, E.R. (2004) Respectable Mothers, Tough Men and Good Daughters: Producing Persons in Manenberg Township South 
Africa. PhD thesis, Emory University.
Tayob, Huda. 2017. “Fatima’s Shop: A Kind of Homeplace” in Frichot, Helene., Gabrielsson, Catharina., and Runting, 
Helen. (eds.). Architecture and Feminisms. London: Routledge, 265 – 270.
Vasudevan, Alex. 2017. The Autonomous City: A History of Urban Squatting. London: Verso. 
Zhang, Yupeng. 2017. “’It Felt Like You Were at War’: State of Exception and Wounded Life in the Shanghai Expo-
Induced Domicide.” In Brickell, Katherine, Arrigoitia, Fernandez Arrigoitia, Melissa., and Vasudevan, Alexander (eds.), 
Geographies of Forced Eviction: Dispossession, Violence, Resistance, London: Palgrave MacMillan, 97 – 119. 
Projects
Restoring Hostel 33, Lwandle Migrant Labour Museum, Langa:  
http://hostel33.blogspot.com/ (Noëleen Murray and Leslie Witz)
 from Scandorama, Catherine Anyango Grünewald and Hannele Taivassalo 
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Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations
Christiansë, Yvette. 2006. Unconfessed. New York: Other Press. [Novel].
Koleka, Putuma. 2017. “Water” in Collective Amnesia. Cape Town: Uhlanga Press. [Poetry].
Loewenson, Thandi. 2016. Field Notes. [http://thandiloewenson.com/conversations-about-detritus]  
Neale Hurston, Zora. 1937. Their Eyes were Watching God. New York: J.B.Lippincott & Co. [Novel].
Core Texts
Baderoon, Gabeba. 2014. “Kitchen Language” in Regarding Muslims: From Slavery to Post-Apartheid. Johannesburg: Wits 
University Press, 46 – 65. 
McKittrick, Katherine “On Plantations, Prisons and a Black Sense of Place.” Social and Cultural Geography, 12:8, 947 
– 963.
Weate, Jeremy. 2015. “Life After Oil” in Chronic Books: https://chimurengachronic.co.za/life-after-oil/
Zeiderman, Austin. 2016. “Submergence: Precarious Politics in Colombia’s Future Port-City.” Antipode, 48:3, 809 – 831.
Extracting
Mining, industrialising, disaccumulating, harbouring, farming, scaling, dumping, off-shoring
factories, ports, plantations, mines, zones of exception, tax havens
Extracting involves a stripping of assets which results in perpetual displacement of humanity, goods, responsibilities 
and rights moved ‘elsewhere’. Mines, harbours, dumping sites and plantations are some of the spaces where the 
exploitation of labour and resources reproduce spatial injustices. These connect with and continue earlier colonial 
forms into new mutations of zones of exception, from off-shore territories and tax havens, to out-sourcing 
territories and casualised economies. Extracting is centred on the disposability of labour and value, yet is not always 
reduced to absolute deprivation and degradation.  
Port cities are among the socio-material sites of extractive infrastructures to the world beyond; sites marked by 
the racialisation of labour and ecological harm (Zeiderman; Weate). Yet as suggested by Katherine McKittrick, while 
a ‘black sense of place’ is central to practices of domination, it is also constituted by transgression as evident in the 
everyday life of post-slavery and post-plantation societies. These alternative narratives suggest an analytic of love and 
resistance (Neale Hurston), ‘looking sideways’ in the archive for archival silences (Christiansë), and the possibilities 
inherent in poetics, rumours (Baderoon), drawing (Loewenson) and performing (Koleka). This resistance respond to 
the extreme violence of displacements. Extracting attends to the extreme violations displaced elsewhere, along with 
the narratives and practices of resistance and remaking. 
The Re-Landing, The Liberation Carnival Réunion, Unit 12 Graduate School of Architecture UJ. 2017
by Tonia Murray [Unit Leaders: Lesley Lokko, Sumayya Vally]
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The First Supper, The Liberation Carnival Réunion, Unit 12 Graduate School of Architecture UJ. 2017
by Tonia Murray [Unit Leaders: Lesley Lokko, Sumayya Vally]
More readings
Apter, Andrew. 2005. The Pan-African Nation: Oil and the Spectacle of Culture in Nigeria. Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press. 
Boehmer, Elleke and Dominic Davies (eds.). 2018. Planned Violence. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
Crinson, Mark. 1997. “Abadan: Planning and Architecture under the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.” Planning Perspectives, 
12:3, 341 – 359. 
Cusicanqui, Silvia Rivera. 2010. “The Notion of ‘Rights’ and the Paradoxes of Postcolonial Modernity: Indigenous 
Peoples and Women in Bolivia.” Qui Parle, 18:2, 29 – 45. 
Easterling, Keller. 2016. Extrastatecraft: The Power of Infrastructure Space. London: Verso. 
Gqola, Pumla Dineo. 2010. What is Slavery to me? Johannesburg: Wits University Press. 
Hartman, Saidiya. 1997. Scenes of Subjection. New York, London: Oxford University Press.
Hecht, Gabrielle. 2018. “Interscalar Vehicles for an African Anthropocene: On Waste, Temporality, and Violence.” 
Cultural Anthropology, 33:1, 109 – 141. 
Kurniawan, Kemas Ridwan. 2011. Postcolonial History of Architecture and Urbanism: Power and Space of Indonesian Tin 
Mining in Bangka Island. Saarbrucken: VDM. 
Lipsitz, George. 2007. “The Racialisation of Space and the Spatialisation of Race: Theorizing the Hidden Architecture 
of Landscape”, Landscape Journal, 26:1, 10 – 23. 
Menoret, Pascal. 2014. Joyriding in Riyadh: Oil, Urbanism, and Road Revolt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
Mupotsa, Danai. 2017. “Food Challenges: Feminist Theory, Revolutionary Practice.” Agenda, 30: 4, 1 – 5. 
Purbrick, Louise. 2017. “Nitrate Ruins: The Photography of Mining in the Atacama Desert, Chile.” Journal of Latin 
American Cultural Studies, 26:2, 253 – 278. 
Sharpe, Christina. 2016. In the Wake: On Blackness and Being, Durham: Duke University Press. 
Wynter, Sylvia. 1971. “Novel and History, Plot and Plantation.” Savacou 5, 95–102. 
Projects
Sumayya Vally: An African Almanac
Unit 12, Graduate School of Architecture UJ: www.unit12.africa/
Thandi Loewenson, Field Notes. 2016:
http://thandiloewenson.com/
Pg 17 - 18 Field Notes. 2016
Thandi Loewenson
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Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations
Diawara, Manthia. 2018. [Film]. “An Opera of the World”. 
Diop. Mati. 2013. [Film]. “Atlantiques.”
Medu. Ongoing. “Esodi. Exodi. Migratory Routes from Sub-Saharan Africa to Europe”: http://esodi.
mediciperidirittiumani.org/en/
Sack, Jon. 2015. La Lucha: The Story of Lucha Castro and Human Rights in Mexico. London: Verso Books. 
Core texts
De Genova, Nicholas. 2018. “The ‘Migrant Crisis’ as Racial Crisis: Do Black Lives Matter in Europe?” Ethnic and Racial 
Studies, 41:10, 1765 – 1782.
Hall, Suzanne. 2018. “Migrant Margins: The Street Life of Discrimination.” The Sociological Review, 66:5, 968-983.
Lafazani, Olga. 2018. “Homeplace Plaza: Challenging the Border between Host and Hosted.” The South Atlantic 
Quarterly, 117:3, 896-804.
Xiang, Biao, and Johan Lindquist. 2014. “Migration Infrastructure”, International Migration Review, 48:1, 122 – 148. 
Yuval-Davis, Nira, Georgie Wemyss, and Kathryn Cassidy. 2018. “ Everyday Bordering, Belonging and the Reorientation 
of British Immigration Legislation.” Sociology 52:2, 228-244.
Immobilising
Illegalising, suspending, patrolling, brokering, trafficking, disinvesting, terrorising, displacing
   Borders, partitions, walls, processing offices, waiting rooms, streets 
Immobilising captures the central role and technologies of the state in validating and legalising the immobility of 
racialised bodies. Immobilising is a form of displacement that engages with space and time, where uncertainty and 
waiting are core to the suspension of citizenship as captured in Nicholas De Genova’s analysis of ‘illegality’. In spatial 
terms we see how extreme violations against humanity proliferate in a growing architecture of national partitions 
and borders, where a thinning of citizenship rights is matched with a thickening of bureaucracy. A repertoire of 
spaces associated with deportation and extradition further reveal how race and religion are brought into racial 
systems of segregation and a heightened politics of fear (Kapoor). 
Immobilising is also evident in the banal spaces of everyday life, from waiting rooms and processing offices 
ostensibly for public service, highlighted as much in welfare office in Buenos Aires (Auyero) as by the everyday 
bordering central to immigration ‘control’ in austerity Britain (Yuval-Davis, Wemyss, Cassidy). In these spaces we 
see the intersection of a politics of austerity and re-emergent racisms. These intersections of political segregation 
and economic investment that favour select interests are globally evident in structural adjustment programmes 
and historical marginalisation. The extremity of immobilising processes across liberal democracies also produces 
alternative imaginaries of politics, solidarity and space. 
Deportation Discs: A Public Hearing. 2018 
De Noronha, Luke and BREAK//LINE [Thandi Loewenson and Miranda Critchley]
from La Lucha: The Story of Lucha Castro and Human Rights in Mexico
Jon Sack
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More reading: 
Anderson, Sean and Jennifer Ferng. 2013. “No Boat: Christmas Island and the Architecture of Detention.” Architectural 
Theory Review, 18:2, 212 – 226. 
Andersson, Ruben. 2014. “Hunter and Prey: Patrolling Clandestine Migration in the Euro-African 
Borderlands.” Anthropological Quarterly, 119-149.
Ashe, Stephen, Satnam Virdee and Laurence Brown. 2016. “Striking back against Racist Violence in the East End of 
London, 1968–1970.” Race & Class 58:1, 34-54.
Auyero, Javier. 2011. “Patients of the State: An Ethnographic Account of Poor People’s Waiting.” Latin American 
Research Review, 5-29.
De Genova, Nicholas. 2002. “Migrant ‘Illegality’ and Deportability in Everyday Life.” Annual Review of Anthropology, 31: 
419–47.
Deshingkar, Priya, C. R. Abrar, Mirza Taslima Sultana, Kazi Nurmohammad Hossainul Haque and Md Selim Reza. 2018. 
“Producing ideal Bangladeshi migrants for precarious construction work in Qatar,” Journal of Ethnic and Migration 
Studies, 24:1, 1 - 16.
Isin, Engin Fahri. 2002. Being Political: Genealogies of Citizenship. Minnesota: University of Minnesota Press.
Jones, Hannah, Yasmin Gunaratnam, Gargi Bhattacharyya, William Davies, Sukhwant Dhaliwal, Kirsten Forkert, Emma 
Jackson, and Roiyah Saltus. 2017. Go Home? The Politics of Immigration Controversies. Manchester: Manchester University 
Press.
Kapoor, Nisha.  2018. Deport, Deprive Extradite: 21st Century Extremism. London: Verso. 
 
Neilson, Brett and Sandro Mezzadra. 2013. Border as a Method, or, the Multiplication of Labour. Durham, NC: Duke 
University Press.
Rashid, Naaz. 2016. Veiled Threat: Representing the Muslim Woman in Public Policy Discourses. Bristol: Policy Press.
Redclift, Victoria. 2011. “Subjectivity and Citizenship: Intersections of Space, Ethnicity and Identity among the Urdu-
speaking Minority in Bangladesh.” Journal of International Migration and Integration/Revue de l’integration et de la migration 
internationale 12:1, 25-42.
Wemyss, Georgie, and Kathryn Cassidy.2017.  “’People think that Romanians and Roma are the Same’: Everyday 
Bordering and the lifting of Transitional Controls.” Ethnic and Racial Studies, 40:7, 1132-1150.
Zhang, Li. 2001. Strangers in the City: Reconfigurations of Space, Power, and Social Networks within China’s Floating 
Population. Stanford: Stanford University Press.
Projects
De Noronha, Luke and BREAK//LINE (Thandi Loewenson and Miranda Critchley). 2018. “Deportation Discs: A Public 
Hearing”, The Bartlett School of Architecture, 15 – 16 November. [Exhibition/ Podcast] 
https://break-line.squarespace.com/apublichearing; podcast https://soundcloud.com/deportationdiscs. 
from La Lucha: The Story of Lucha Castro and Human Rights in Mexico
Jon Sack
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Film/ Fiction/ Visualisations
Tom Morgan and Darren Dharmadasa. 2016. Blacksites [www.blacksites.org]
Chak, Tings. 2017. Undocumented: The Architecture of Migrant Detention. Toronto: Ad Astra Comix. [Graphic Novel].
Kurgan, Laura. 2009. Spatial Information Design Lab: Justice Re-Investment New Orleans. New York: GSAPP Columbia. 
[Mappings/ Studio work].
Okubo, Mine. 1946. Citizen 13660. New York: Columbia University Press. [Graphic Novel].
Core Texts
Alves, Jaime Amparo. 201. “From Necropolis to Blackpolis: Necropolitical Governance and Black Spatial Praxis in Sao 
Paulo, Brazil” Antipode, 46:2, 323- 339. 
Davis, Angela. 2003. “The Prison Industrial Complex” in Are Prisons Obsolete, New York: Seven Stories Press, 84 – 104.
Khalili, Laleh. 2012. “Introduction” in Time in the Shadows: Confinement in Counterinsurgencies. Stanford University Press, 
1 – 10.
Pieris, Anoma. 2016. “Changi: A Penal Genealogy across the Pacific War” Fabrications, 26:1, 50 – 71. 
Incarcerating
Imprisoning, detaining, containing, outsourcing, policing, privatising, surveilling, interning
prisons, detention camps, labour camps, private police forces, technologies
Modernity produces the subject as a scientific, categorised, contained and regulated being through technologies 
of surveillance. Incarcerating involves the scrutiny and punishment of bodies that are rendered as racial, ethnic or 
religious ‘other’. The typologies extend from detention, displacement and labour camps which utilise forms of walls, 
fences, checkpoints, security cameras, biometric profiling and data capture technologies, to the everyday routines of 
racialised stop and search on sidewalks. 
For Angela Davis, the incarcerating typology of the prison replaces the plantation as a site for the exploitation of 
labour, where racial violence and associated urbicide continue into the present. While in the pacific, Anoma Pieris 
explores the genealogy of colonial prisons, similarly questioning forms of racialised citizenship and penal labour. 
Yet incarcerating practices extend beyond the boundaries of the nation state and particular geographies. Processes 
of arrest, interrogation and prolonged detention through invisible extra-territorial and proxy detention sites point 
to a global landscape of incarceration extending from Australia’s “Blacksites” (Morgan and Dharmadasa) to the 
Middle East and North America with forms mass incarceration that are rendered banal (Khalili). While incarcerating 
practices are marked by asymmetrical power relationships, these are countered by practices of gendered resistance 
(Alves). Mine Okubo’s graphic novels on Japanese World War 2 internment camps, and Samar Maqusi’s mapping 
of Palestinian refugee camps, similarly draw our attention to the everyday spatial transgressions, suggestive of an 
alternative kind of political space in the making.   
Border as Nomos: An Alternative for the Stateless. 2016
Melina Philippou (S.M Arch Thesis, MIT https://dspace.mit.edu/handle/1721.1/115014)
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More Reading
Bermann, Karen. 1998 “The House Behind” in Pile, Steve., and Heidi Nast.(eds.) Places Through the Body, London: 
Routledge, 165 - 180.
Giaccaria, Paolo, and Claudio Minca. 2011. “Topographies/Topologies of the Camp: Auschwitz as a Spatial Threshold.” 
Political Geography, 30: 3–12.
Henni, Samia. 2017. Architecture of Counter Revolution: The French Army in Northern Algeria. Zurich: GTA Verlag..
Horiuchi, Lynne. 2008. “Mine Okubo’s Citizen 13660 and her Trek Artwork.” In Robinson, Greg and Elena Creef. 
(eds.). Mine Okubo Following her Own Road. Washington: University of Washington Press, 111 – 130. 
Katz, Irit., Martin, Diana., and Claudio Minca (eds). 2018. Camps Revisited: Multifaceted Spatialities of a Modern Political 
Technology. London: Rowman and Littlefield.
Konaté, Dior. 2012. “Penal Architecture: An Essay on Prison Designs in Colonial Senegal”, in Demissie, Fassil. (ed.) 
Colonial Architecture and Urbanism in Africa: Intertwined and Contested Legacies. London: Ashgate.
Herscher, Andrew and Anooradha Siddiqi. 2017. Spatial Violence. New York: Routledge.
Nolan, Ginger. 2018. “Quasi-Urban Citizenship: The Global Village as the Nomos of the Modern”, The Journal of 
Architecture, 23:3, 448 – 470.
Purbrick, Louise. 2011. “The Last Murals of Long Kesh: Fragments of Political Imprisonment at the Maze Prison, 
Northern Ireland.” In Myers Adrian and Gabriel Moshenska (eds.). Archaeologies of Internment, New York: Springer, 263 
– 284.
Sanyal, Romola. 2014. “Urbanizing Refuge: Interrogating Spaces of Displacement. International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research, 38:2, 558 - 72.
Sperry, Raphael. 2014. “Architecture, Activism and Abolition: From Prison Design Boycott to ADPSR’s Human Rights 
Campaign.” Himada, Nasrin and Lee, Chris (eds.) Incarceration: Scapegoat Journal, 7, 29 – 37. 
Yiftachel, Oren. 2009. “Critical Theory and ‘Gray Space’: Mobilisation of the Colonised.” City, 13:2 – 3, 246 – 263.
Weizman, Eyal. 2007. Hollow Land: Israel’s Architecture of Occupation. London: Verso.
Wilson Gilmore, Ruth. 2007. Golden Gulag: Prisons, Surplus, Crisis and Opposition in Globalising California. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 
Wa Thiongo, Ngugi. 1982. Detained: A Writer’s Prison Diary. London: Heinemann.
Projects
Samar Maqusi: ‘Space of Refuge’, Negotiating Space with Refugees Inside the Palestinian Camp. [http://www.
samarmaqusi.com]
Laura Kurgan: Spatial Information Design Lab [spatialinformationdesignlab.org/]
A Bipartisan Policy of Care: Blacksites. 2016
Tom Morgan and Darren Dharmadasa
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General Readings 
Some Foundations
Baldwin, James. 1955. Notes of a Native Son. New York: Beacon Press.
 
Bhambra, Gurminder. 2007 Rethinking Modernity: Postcolonialism and the Sociological Imagination. London: Springer.
Bhattacharyya, Gargi. 2018. Rethinking Racial Capitalism: Questions of Reproduction and Survival. London: Rowman & 
Littlefield International.
Césaire, Aimé. 1950. Discourse on Colonialism. Paris: Editions Reclame. 
Cusicanqui, Silvia Rivera. 2012. “Ch’ixinakax utxiwa: A Reflection on the Practices and Discourses of Decolonisation.” 
The South Atlantic Quarterly, 111:1, 95 – 109. 
Davis, Angela. 1981. “Reflections on the Black Woman’s Role in the Community of Slaves.” The Black Scholar 12:6, 2-15.
Diawara, Manthia. 2010. One World in Relation [film]. 
Du Bois, W. E. B. 2003 [1903]. The Souls of Black Folk. New York: Barnes & Noble Classics. 
Fanon, Frantz. 1986. Black Skin, White Masks. London: Pluto Press. 
Gilroy, Paul. 1993. The Black Atlantic. Boston: Harvard University Press.
 
Glissant, Édouard 1997 [1990]. Poetics of Relation, Translated by Betsy Wing. Ann Arbour: University of Michigan Press. 
Hall, Stuart. 1989. “New Ethnicities.” In Mercer, Kobena (ed.). ICA Documents: Black Film, British Cinema, 7, 27 – 31. 
hooks, bell. 1990. Yearning: Race, Gender and Cultural Politics. Boston: South End Press. 
Jazeel, Tariq. 2019. Postcolonialism. London: Routledge. 
Lorde, Audre. 1984. “The Master’s Tools will Never Dismantle the Master’s House.” in Sister Outsider: Essays and 
Speeches. Berkeley CA: Crossing Press., 110 – 114. 
Lubiano, Wahneema, ed. 2010. The House that Race Built: Original Essays by Toni Morrison, Angela Y. Davis, Cornel West, and 
others on Black Americans and Politics in America Today. New York: Vintage.
Mamdani, Mahmood. 1996. Citizen and Subject: Contemporary Africa and the Legacy of Late Colonialism. Princeton: 
Princeton University Press. 
Mbembe, Achille. 2017. Critique of Black Reason. Durham: Duke University Press. 
Said, Edward. 1978. Orientalism. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. 
Hartman, Saidiya. 2016. “The Belly of the World: A Note on Black Womens’ Labors.” Souls, 18:1, 166 – 173. 
Wekker, Gloria. 2016. White Innocence: Paradoxes of Colonialism and Racism. Durham.: Duke University Press
West, Cornel. 2017[1993]. Race Matters, 25th Anniversary edition. New York: Beacon Press, 2017.
Wynter, Sylvia. 2003. “Unsettling the Coloniality of Being/Power/Truth/Freedom: Towards the Human, after Man, its 
Overrepresentation—An argument.” CR: The New Centennial Review 3:3, 257-337.
Architectural and Spatial Perspectives
Barton, Craig. 2001. Sites of Memory: Perspectives on Architecture and Race. Princeton: Princeton Architectural Press. 
Bhandar, Brenna. 2018. Colonial Lives of Property: Law, Land, and Racial Regimes of Ownership. Durham: Duke University 
Press, 2018.
Bremner, Lindsay. 2011. Writing the City into Being: Essays on Johannesburg 1998 – 2008. Johannesburg: Fourthwall 
Books.
Chang, Jiat-Hwee. 2016. A Geneaology of Tropical Architecture: Colonial Networks, Nature and Technoscience. New York: 
Routledge. 
Harris, Diane. 2007. “Race, Space and the Destabilisation of Practice.” Landscape Journal, 26:1, 1 – 9. 
Judin, Hilton. And Ivan Vladislavic. (eds.). 1998. Blank--: Architecture, Apartheid and After. Rotterdam: NAi. 
Lokko, Lesley Naa Norle. 2017. “A Minor Majority”. Arq: Architectural Research Quarterly, 21:4, 387 – 392. 
Lokko, Lesley Naa Norle (ed.) 2000. White Papers, Black Marks: Architecture, Race, Culture. London: Athlone Press. 
Puwar, Nirmal. 2004. Space Invaders: Race, Gender and Bodies Out of Place. London: Berg. 
Roy, Ananya. 2017. “Urban Studies and the Postcolonial Encounter” in Hall, Suzanne and Ricky Burdett (eds.). The 
SAGE Handbook of the 21st Century City. London: Sage, 32 – 46.
Roy, Ananya, and Aihwa Ong. 2011. Worlding Cities: Asian Experiments and the Art of Being Global. Hoboken: Blackwell 
Publishing. 
Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2018. Improvised Lives: Rhythms of Endurance in an Urban South. Cambridge: Polity Press. 
Wilson, Mabel. 2012. Negro Building: Black Americans in the World of Fairs and Museums. Berkeley: University of 
California Press. 
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Methodologies (and notes on drawing)
Back, Les and Nirmal Puwar. 2013. Live Methods. London: Wiley-Blackwell.
Gunaratnam, Yasmin. 2003. Researching ‘Race’ and Ethnicity: Methods, Knowledge and Power. London: Sage. 
Hall, Suzanne M., Julia King, and Robin Finlay. 2015. “Envisioning Migration: Drawing the Infrastructure of Stapleton 
Road, Bristol.” New Diversities 17:2, 59-72.
Kurgan, Laura. 2013. “Million-Dollar Blocks.” In Close up at a Distance: Mapping, Technology, and Politics. Cambridge MA: 
MIT Press.
Nassar, Aya. 2018. “Where the Dust Settles: Fieldwork, Subjectivity and Materiality in Cairo.” Contemporary Social 
Science 13:3, 412-428.
Tayob, Huda. 2018. “Subaltern Architectures: Can Drawing ‘Tell’ a Different Story?” Architecture and Culture, 6:1, 203 
- 222. 
Expanding on a curriculum though other sites
Alana Lentin:
http://www.alanalentin.net/
All Monuments Must Fall: 
https://archive.nyu.edu/bitstream/2451/40071/2/All%20Monuments%20Must%20Fall%20A%20Syllabus.pdf
Chimurenga Chronic: 
https://chimurengachronic.co.za/circulations-chronic-bibliography/
Du Bois archive: 
https://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/dubois/
Gurminder Bhambra and Lucy Mayblin, GLOBAL SOCIAL THEORY
https://globalsocialtheory.org/about/
Lesley Lokko, Unit System Africa
Graduate school of architecture: http://www.gsa.ac.za/
PLACES, Race, Space and the Law:
https://placesjournal.org/reading-list/race-space-and-the-law/
PLACES, Black in Design by Harvard:
https://placesjournal.org/reading-list/black-in-design/
10 Tooba,  Applied Research in the Built Environment: 
http://www.10tooba.org/en/
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Negro Property in Two Cities of Georgia. 1900
W.E.B Du Bois
